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Cold wind
blows into
northwest
part of state

Plumbers, mechanics prepare
for increased need for senvices

By Mary Giunca
JOURNAL REPORTER

Mike Coe hurried back from a vacation yes-
terday to get ready for what could be a deluge
of calls for his plumbing company this week, as
temperatures stay bitterly cold.

Coe, who owns Coe Electric and Plumbing,
said his staff had been calling and texting to
make sure he would be on hand when the calls
about broken water pipes start coming in.

“We're prepared,” he said. “We've got trucks
ready to run 24/7.”

The cold front that moved into the state on
Friday originated in western Canada, said Mike
Strickler, a meteorologist with the National
Weather Service in Raleigh.

Yesterday’s low of about 14 degrees in Win-
ston-Salem and 15 degrees in Greensboro did
not set any records, but it was nearly 20 degrees
below average for this time of year, NWS re-
cords showed. Yesterday’s afternoon high was
29 in Winston-Salem and 31 in Greensboro.

TheJan. 3 record low of seven degrees for the
Triad was set in 1979 and today’s record low of
10 degrees was set in 1981, he said.

Today’s early morning lows were expected
in the mid-teens, with highs this afternoon of
about 30 degrees, Strickler said. It’s colder in
the northwestern mountains.

Temperatures dipped as low as 9 degrees
yesterday morning in Boone before rising to
afternoon highs of about 18 degrees, said Anita
Silverman, a weather-service meteorologist in
Blacksburg, Va.

See Weather, Page A2

U.S., British
embassies
shut down

Offices in Yemen threatened
by al-Qaida attack, U.S. says

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

SAN’A, Yemen

The U.S. and Britain locked up their embas-
sies in Yemen yesterday after fresh threats from
al-Qaida, and the White House
expressed alarm at the terror
group’s expanded reach in the
poor Arab nation where an off-
shoot apparently ordered the
Christmas Day plot against a
U.S. airliner.

President Obama’s top
counterterrorism adviser, John
Brennan, cited “indications al-
Qaida is planning to carry out
an attack against a target” in the capital, pos-

JOHN BRENNAN

See Yemen, Page A3

INTERNAL PANEL: POLICE CHIEF FORMS REVIEW GROUP

What's Next?

By Les Gura
JOURNAL REPORTER

With the work of a citizens
committee that studied how
police investigated the 1995
Silk Plant Forest assault case
complete — many docu-
ments have been released the
past two weeks — one linger-
ing question is what happens
next.

Kalvin Michael Smith, the
man convicted of brutally
beating Jill Marker, a man-
ager at the store, has been in
prison since January 1997.
He maintains he had noth-
ing to do with the crime; he
is serving a sentence of 22 to
29 years in prison.

Initsfinalreportin August,
the Silk Plant Forest Citizens
Review Committee said it had
no faith in the police investi-
gation of the crime. Separate-
ly, its members voted 7-2 on a
statement that said thereis no
credible evidence today that
Smith was at the scene of the
crime on Dec. 9, 1995.

Though the committee’s
work hasn’t changed Smith’s
status, people coming from
different vantage points say
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The attack at the Silk Plant Forest store and its investigation are a subject of controversy.

Authorities review Sikk reports

the review committee was
significant for several rea-
sons — everything from what
it could mean to Smith over
time to the potential for more
reforms in the police depart-
ment to the progressive na-
ture of committee’s existence
asaresponse to an accusation
of poor police work.

Mayor Allen Joines, who
supported forming the Silk
Plant committee, said more
could and would be done now
that the committee’s work is
done.

“Absolutely,” he said last
week. “What we are doing is
the council will at some point
make a decision as to whether
or not to call for a full reinves-
tigation of the case.”

Internal review

Police Chief Scott Cun-
ningham said he’s formed a
five-person internal team, in-
cluding himself, to review the
investigation and the work of
the citizens committee.

None of the members of
the internal team have had
any contact with the case
itself, he said. A previous in-

ternal investigation in 2007
— done before Cunningham
was hired and before the
citizens committee was ap-
pointed in 2008 — had to be
scrapped after it turned out
the person in charge had su-
pervised the lead detective
during the time the case was
being investigated.

Cunningham indicated in
an e-mail this week that the
new review will be in-depth
and extensive.

“We are reviewing every-
thing to ascertain if there
are sufficient and appropri-
ate reasons to reopen the
case,” Cunningham said.
“It is anticipated that we will
make a decision regarding
reopening the investigation
and report that to council as
arecommendation in the re-
port.”

Because there is so much
material, he said, it would
likely be several months be-
fore the internal committee
hasareport, which it will give
to City Manager Lee Garrity.
Cunningham said he expects

See Silk, Page A5
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